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GR Iranna, The Birth of Blindness

15 March — 23 April 2008
Private View: Friday 14 March, 6.30 — 9.00

Two major, large-scale figurative installations by Indian artist GR Iranna (born 1970), alongside
new sculptures and paintings, will be unveiled at Aicon Gallery London this March.

The Dead Smile will fill the ground floor of the gallery, fully visible to passersby. This group of
life-size, nude, male figures arranged in a circular formation all squat in the same position: their
arms rest on their knees and their hands fall to the floor. Their heads and faces are concealed,
wrapped tightly within black cloth that completely muffles and hinders any form of
communication. The figures are closed to (and unaware of) the outside world.

Downstairs The Birth of Blindness fills the space with a row of nude figures on wheeled
platforms, one behind the other in a praying pose. Their fingers are splayed against the platform
and their foreheads to the ground. As before, any hint of awareness outside of their own
consciousness is blocked out, this time by their deep involvement in their action.

The notion of ‘blindness’, be it in terms of personal morals in the act of following orders, or
absorbing teachings by a blind consciousness, are continued in Iranna’s paintings. The series of
Afternoon Sacrifice depicts two brightly costumed matadors in the midst of a fight. Both men are
blindfolded and unable to see their adversary. Despite their alarming vulnerability in the face of
such a beast, it is their innocence that protects them and allows them to continue regardless.
Nevertheless, seen against the weight and speed of their all-seeing adversary, the bold costumes
and formal stance of the fighters seemingly ridicules them, martyring them to their cause.

GR Iranna is well known for his allegorical tableaux. Of the works in this exhibition he has said
that that they are “about acting blindly, about choosing a path without understanding the situation
and its implications”. The artist distances his works from current politics and events, emphasizing
for instance that the pose of the praying figures was not used for its religious intonation but rather
for its universality: its belonging to all religions.

In the catalogue accompanying the exhibition, art historian Donald Kuspit describes Iranna’s
work as ‘the human truth of our times’, showing man as a being that has become “part of a
modern, industrialized mass society, where conformity and order are maintained by a silencing of
individuality and free thought”.
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Editors’ Notes
GR lIranna (b.1970) was born in Northern Karnakata, India. He studied at the Gulbarga
University in Karnataka, before moving to Delhi for his Masters degree. He also spent a period

studying at the Wimbledon School of art (London) as part of the Charles Wallace Scholarship.

GR Iranna has had solo exhibitions in Egypt, the USA, Hong Kong, Germany and the UK.
His works are in the public collections of the National Gallery of Modern Art, New Delhi; the

Bharat Bhawan in Bhopal and the Lalit Kala Academy in New Delhi, among others.

Forthcoming exhibitions at Aicon Gallery include solo exhibitions of foremost contemporary

Indian artists Atul Bhalla in May and Bose Krishnamachari in June 2008.

For further press information and visuals, please contact

Rhiannon Pickles on rhiannon@picklespr.com Tel: +44 20 7096 8809 / mobile: +31 6158 21202
or

Rachel Phillipps on rachel@picklespr.com Tel: +44 20 7820 1294 / mobile: +44 7834 904 571

Aicon Gallery is open Tuesday to Saturday, from 11am to 7pm.
Tel: +44 20 7734 7575 / email: london@aicongallery.com
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